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RICHARD F. PEDERSEN 
. . . poodbye to U.N. 


U.S. Team 
At the U.N. 

Changing 

By Robert H. Estabrook 

Washington Post Foreign Service 

UNITED NATIONS, N.Y.— 
Richard F. Pedersen*, the 
newly designated Counselor of 
the State Department, has 
come closer than anyone to 
personifying the U.S. Mission 
to the United Nations. 

At 43, he has been a mem- 
ber of the Mission for more 
than 15 years, rising through 
economic and political posts to 
become deputy U.S. represent- 
ative oni the Security Council 
with the rank of ambassador. 
He as a storehouse of precise 
information about U.N. proce- 
dures. 

“Dick Pedersen is a wonder- 
ful, completely dedicated, tre- 
mendously hard-working, abso- 
lutely first-class career offi- 
cer,” said a Western diplomat; 
not often so unstinting in j 
praise. “He also can be veryl 


tough and rough. But we un- 
derstand this. We have a very 
high regard for him.” 

Some other Western diplo- 
mats welcome itihe prospect of 
having a man with so much 
knowledge of the United Na- 
tions at a policy-planning level 
in the State Department. But 
Pedersen’s departure will de- 
prive the U.S. Mission of one 
of its principal tacticians. 

Along with Donald Tous- 
saint, a senior adviser recently 
reassigned to London, Peder- 
sen has had an intimate 
knowledge of what was likely 
to work in diplomatic moves 
here. Communist representa- 
tives also respect him. 

Pedersen ds inclined to be 
close-mouthed in dealing with 
outsiders. But his expertise 
was what brought him to the 
attention of Secretary of 
State-designate William P. 
Rogers when the latter served 
as a member of delegations to 
the General Assembly. 

Several other changes are in 
prospect when Charles W. 
Yost, a retired career ambas- 
sador, takes over as the new 
U.S. permanent representative 
to the United Nations after 
Jan. 20. The incumbent Am- 
bassador J. R. Wiggins, former 
editor of The Washington 
Post, will take up a new ca- 
reer as a newspaper publisher 
m Ellsworth, Me. 

Ambassador Arthur Gold- 
schmidt, representative on the 
Economic and Social Council, 
presumably will be leaving, al- 
though he has no- firm plans. 
Morris B. Abram, who has 
served part-time for six years 
as U.S. representative on the 
Ri ghts Commission 
with the rank of ambassador, 
has resigned. He assumed the 
presidency of Brandeis Uni- 
versity on Sept. 1. 

Ambassador William B. Buf- 
fum, a senior career officer 
who has served as deputy to 
Arthur Goldberg, George Ball 
and to Wiggins, has worked 
Closely with Yost in the past 
and presumably will be kept 
on. Ambassador Maxwell Fin- 
ger, a senior adviser who is an 
expert on U.N. peacekeeping 
also may be retained. 

The changes in the U.S. Mis- 
sion coincide with the depar- 
ture of two other senior am- 
bassadors here whose coun- 
tries terms on the Security 
Council expired Dec. 31— Go- 
palaswami Parthasarathi of 1 
India and George Ignatieff of 
Canada. 


